Text: 1 Cor. 6:9-20

CLUBBING – ENTERTAINMENT OR ENTRAPMENT?
by Rev Dr Quek Suan Yew

Introduction

For those who club, there are more than 1,000 places to choose from in Singapore. One of the largest and more well known clubs is Zouk. China Jump is a disco with a dance floor. The web site would be the best place to search for the right spot for clubbing. But what is clubbing? Clubbing is different from pubbing. Clubbing includes going to a pub (younger crowd), or to KTV or music or karaoke lounges or bars or taverns. These are found in Shopping Centers, or lonely buildings in some shady parts of Singapore or in some cases even found in some respectable hotels along Orchard Road. This is the testimony of a frequent clubber in Singapore.
“Orchard Towers - The Best Pick Mall in Singapore has to be one of the most interesting places I have been to in Singapore. Most of us have heard or read stories about the girls that can be found in this mall at the beginning of the well known Orchard Road. While not everyone has had or wanted the pleasures to be experienced that can be found in the four floors of this shopping mall, I’m sure many have heard of it. Many a sailor, vacationer or local Singaporean (yes they go there too) have visited one if not all of the clubs there. While Singapore does what it can to keep its "morally clean" image, at the same time it has faced the facts that anytime you have tourism that brings in people from all over the world, one of the busiest shipping port in the region bringing a lot of single guys into the country and prostitution is going to happen anyway, you should control it. Singapore has 4 "Legal Red Light Districts" (LRD’S) areas which many visitors don't know about, and Orchard Towers seems not to be one of them formally listed, as the other four are. By doing this it protects the local girls from the hordes of the sailors of U.S. 7th fleet and any other men on the prowl in the city for ladies to spend their money on. So you have Orchard Towers on the mile long expensive shopping road and I couldn't think of a better place to have it either.”
 

A. People, Places and Practices of Clubbing

1. The people who go clubbing include: single guys with morals, single girls with morals, single guys with no morals, single girls with no morals, married men and women who want a fling, lonely sailors, prostitutes, homosexuals, and the naïve Christian, the foolish Christian, etc.

“The girls come from all over Asia in the Towers, you’ll find Thais, Malays, Vietnamese, Laos, Cambodian, Russian, Indians, Filipinas, Indonesians, Singaporeans, Japanese (on very rare occasions), and Chinese. One thing to remember is that the girls you see in the Towers after 9pm are there looking for a date for the night, but from time to time some poor girl will stroll in not knowing what is going on, I sure you’ll know the differences when you see her. Just remember that some girls do work in the building and are not “working girls”. Most of time this is not a problem until the fleet sailors hit the Towers in force. Too much time at sea, too much money, too many beers and not enough common sense can end you up in jail in Singapore.” [Carter]

2. The places: pubs and bars and lounges. Drinks include Tiger Beer, Heineken, Kilkenny, Foster which are the Beer on Tap. The hard liquor would be on the wall. The dress code ranges from casual to smart casual. The minimum age differs for girls and guys. For the girl the minimum age range is from 18 to 21 whereas for the guys, the range is from 18 to 25. They are opened usually from 5.00 p.m. to about 3.00 a.m. Some of them even close at 5.00 a.m. The happy hour is usually from 5.00 to 9.00 p.m. In some cases a cover charge is levied: $15 for the guys and $10 for the girls. The music is acid jazz, R & B, retro, Top 40, etc. The best night would be ladies night. This is the night when the ladies drink for free from the Bar on tap. 
“Why are there free-flow nights and drinks promotions? -- It’s easy if you look at from the point of the clubs. First off it pulls in the ladies for free drinks and they know she’ll bring in a friend or two to keep her company and watch their back so if she should get too drunk and make sure she get to her own house vice some one else’s that she may have just meet. Second, the guys will come in to check out the ladies to see what is happening and who is back for another visit. Being the hunters that most guys are they will remember that one girl that was dancing her ??? off on top of the bar even if it was 6 months ago. So if he feels that the night is looking good he’ll make his move to meet her, maybe after a few drinks to help build up his courage if he needs that little extra help, (most guys do  you know?) So if all goes well and he made contact with his new found friend we all know that he’ll ask to get a drink, right? Now I don’t know why but here is when the lady will switch from the free flow drinks to the Top Shelf drinks, maybe to see if he is a cheap Charley or a big spender. I’m not saying this is always the case, but hey it happens. So off Johnny goes to get the drinks, happy as a clam and the bar is happy as well because here come the time when free-flow nights pay off for them. Most guys drink a lot faster then the ladies will, so bringing in the ladies will attract the guys to follow so you can see how it all works in the long run for the bars to have these kind night. You’ll also find that most free-flows start after happy hours also, why? Well look at it this way, as the guys are planning to leave with his buddies all the ladies start to come into the clubs and the chances are he’ll stick around for a few more to check out the action and take a few mental notes for his next visit.”
3. Some of the practices include bar top dancing. There are girls who are “working girls” looking out for “foolish” men. The owners of these “clubs” would even have their own girls there to “encourage” customers to buy them drink and drink themselves. There are the he-she’s who are not ashamed to cross dress to show off their new “inclinations. Drinking and getting drunk is part and parcel of clubbing. Dancing is another activity enjoyed by most clubbers. All of the patrons are dressed to kill and leave little to the imagination. Such dressing is meant to excite the carnal appetites of both sexes. Anyway they reasoned, the hotel room is juts a stone throw away! Drinks, fun, and sex are the goals of many who go clubbing.  
B. Biblical Guidelines and Warnings
1. The Old Man (vv. 9-10)
1 Corinthians 6:9-10, “Know ye not that the unrighteous shall not inherit the kingdom of God? Be not deceived: neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, nor abusers of themselves with mankind, Nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners, shall inherit the kingdom of God.”

This was what we were like BEFORE salvation. Should a dog go back to his own vomit? That is exactly what we would be doing if we go clubbing. 
2. The New Man (v. 11)
1 Corinthians 6:11, “And such were some of you: but ye are washed, but ye are sanctified, but ye are justified in the name of the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of our God.” [All three verbs in the Aorist tense i.e. the past tense with emphasis on the action of the verb]
“Washed” (middle voice) – “you have had yourselves washed”. The cleansing of the person by the baptism of the Holy Spirit is implied here. It is an invisible working of the Holy Spirit in the person’s life at the time of conversion.
“Sanctified” – The believer is set apart for holy functions. To go back to the old life and ways would be unholy. It desecrates what God has done in his life. A professing Christian who deliberately defiles himself in such a manner where his previous life of sin still characterizes his life must check his own salvation. 
“Justified” – This is a forensic and legal term. The sinner is now seen and perceived by God as one who is righteous and just before Him. He is no more regarded as an enemy of God. He is a child of God. 
This process is “in the name of the Lord Jesus” and by the working of the Holy Spirit. The completeness of the work of grace in the believer’s life is thorough, final and undeniable. It is the work of God not of man! The transformation from the old to the new man is complete and it is not the work of man but of God. Therefore he who says he is a Christian must never go back to the old way of life. The Christian must never go clubbing!
3. The New Principle (v. 12)
1 Corinthians 6:12, “All things are lawful unto me, but all things are not expedient: all things are lawful for me, but I will not be brought under the power of any.”

This is the new principle. Some may argue that I am there to relax. That may be true but the place to go to will neutralize your witness and testimony. You will be seen as one of the “working girls” simply by your association. The new principle from God’s Holy Word banishes any Christian from going clubbing!

4. The New Life (vv. 13-18)

1 Corinthians 6:13-18, “Meats for the belly, and the belly for meats: but God shall destroy both it and them. Now the body is not for fornication, but for the Lord; and the Lord for the body.  And God hath both raised up the Lord, and will also raise up us by his own power. Know ye not that your bodies are the members of Christ? shall I then take the members of Christ, and make them the members of an harlot? God forbid. What? know ye not that he which is joined to an harlot is one body? for two, saith he, shall be one flesh. But he that is joined unto the Lord is one spirit. Flee fornication. Every sin that a man doeth is without the body; but he that committeth fornication sinneth against his own body.”

Carnal desires must not be entertained by the Christian. He has a higher law guiding him. His new life is the new rule. The body is now known as the temple of the Holy Spirit. Imagine that God the Holy Spirit dwells in our mortal body! The sin of fornication and adultery is the worst of all the carnal sins. 

“Flee” – is in the present imperative which means to keep on fleeing. It means to run away as far away as possible from fornication. Take every precaution to keep your far away from this sin and any person who would cause you to fall into this sin. Jesus says in Matthew 5:28,  “But I say unto you, That whosoever looketh on a woman to lust after her hath committed adultery with her already in his heart.”

5. The New Owner (vv. 19-20)

1 Corinthians 6:19-20, “What? know ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost which is in you, which ye have of God, and ye are not your own? For ye are bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body, and in your spirit, which are God's.”
God has redeemed i.e. ransomed us from the bondage of sin with Christ’s precious blood. Salvation is free but never cheap. Do not cheapen it by indulging in sin and carnality. 

1 Peter 1:18-19, “Forasmuch as ye know that ye were not redeemed with corruptible things, as silver and gold, from your vain conversation received by tradition from your fathers; But with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot:”

Conclusion

Carter says, “So when you plan your night out on the town, know where to go and where to get the most of your hard earned cash. Free flow is the way to go! For both the ladies and the guys in Singapore!” This is the life of the worldly and sinful minded. It is a free flow of alcohol and sin! It is a life of lasciviousness and debauchery. Their end is destruction and Hell!
But for the child of God, the basic guideline is “to do all things to the glory of God.” He is bound for heaven. Live therefore as a citizen of heaven. Burkitt summed it up well when he wrote, “Our bodies are not our own, but God's; they are his by creation, his by preservation, his by purchase and redemption. We are bought out of our own hands, as well as out of the hand of divine justice; therefore we sacrilegiously rob and wrong God, when we alienate any part of his own from him, and glorify him not, whose we wholly are, by the faithful service both of our souls and bodies, which are his.

Learn, 1. That Christians are not their own, but God's; not their own, and therefore not in their own power, not at their own disposal, not to live after their own will or by their own lusts, but according to the will and to the ends and uses of their principal Lord, whose they are.

Learn, 2. That as Christians are not their own, so must not act and live, and dispose of themselves, of their souls and bodies, as if they had an original propriety, a plenary possession, and a full dominion over themselves: a Christian must not make his own reason a supreme rule, nor his own will his chief law, nor his own interest his ultimate end, for he was made neither by himself, nor made for himself.” AMEN.
�Warren E. Carter, http://www.warrenssingapore.com/clubbing_descriptions.htm. 
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