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THE APOCALYPSE – A STUDY OF THE BOOK OF REVELATION
Rev Dr Quek Suan Yew

PAIN AND DEATH FOR SIN!

vi
The Fifth Trumpet is the First Woe – 9:1-12
Revelation 9:1-12, "And the fifth angel sounded, and I saw a star fall from heaven unto the earth: and to him was given the key of the bottomless pit.  And he opened the bottomless pit; and there arose a smoke out of the pit, as the smoke of a great furnace; and the sun and the air were darkened by reason of the smoke of the pit.”
Star fell from heaven -- “In his visions, the apostle had already seen several heavenly bodies plunge to earth (cf. 6:13; 8:8, 10).  Unlike them, however, this star was not an inanimate piece of celestial matter, but an angelic being (cf. 38:7). That he was said to have fallen to the earth suggests that this is a reference to Satan – the leader of all the fallen angels [MacArthur, 256].”  [Emphasis is in the original]
Do you agree with MacArthur’s designation that the star here refers to Satan?  He cited Isaiah 14:12-15, Eze. 28:12-16 and Luke 10:18 for his biblical support. I do not agree with MacArthur’s explanation. 
How would you explain Jude 1:6, "And the angels which kept not their first estate, but left their own habitation, he hath reserved in everlasting chains under darkness unto the judgment of the great day." in light of the above?
The star is an angel who came down from heaven not that the angel fell because of sin and then became a fallen angel. It simply means that the angel was sent by God to do a task. 
Bottomless Pit--He left heaven and came to where the bottomless pit was. The term bottomless pit literally means “the pit of the abyss.” The word “bottomless” appears in Revelation seven times altogether (cf. 9:2, 11; 11:7; 17:8; 20:1, 3). It is used all the seven times as the dwelling place of the incarcerated demons. Satan himself will be locked in there for 1,000 years while the Christians go through the millennial kingdom. This angel was given the key to the bottomless pit. 
With the opening of the bottomless pit it is like releasing the hardcore prisoners who have been sentenced to death for the most heinous crimes known to mankind. They will now roam the earth for specific destruction. Smoke arose out of the pit and covered the sun. This was a different kind of darkness. The dense dark furnace like smoke billows uncontrollably upward and enveloped the sun. The ominous sight causes one to tremble and shudder even at the imaginary sight. The air will be filled with the stench of this putrid smoke. Have you seen the lava cloud that spew out of a bursting volcano?  It rushes toward you with its hot death inflicting cloud of thick dark ash-filled smoke destroying everything in its path. Many unknowing camera crew who tried to film such phenomenon paid for it with their lives because they underestimated the powerful force and destructive nature of the smoke. 
Remember that these trumpet judgements overlaps unlike the ten plagues in the days of Moses which ended before the next plague came. With famine, drought, plunging temperatures, longer darkness and now dense smelly and suffocating smoke from the Bottomless Pit envelopes the whole planet. This was only the beginning of the first woe!
Revelation 9:3-5, “And there came out of the smoke locusts upon the earth: and unto them was given power, as the scorpions of the earth have power. And it was commanded them that they should not hurt the grass of the earth, neither any green thing, neither any tree; but only those men which have not the seal of God in their foreheads. And to them it was given that they should not kill them, but that they should be tormented five months: and their torment was as the torment of a scorpion, when he striketh a man."
Locusts always moved in swarm when it is most dangerous. They appear like a thick volume of dark cloud swarming swiftly toward its target and every living thing in its path will be eaten in very quick time. Farmers fear them for they can destroy their livelihood with impunity and the helpless farmer would only stand there and watch his hard work destroyed. “The worst locust plague in modern times struck the Middle East in 1951-52 when in Iran, Iraq, Jordan, and Saudi Arabia every green and growing thing was devastated across hundreds of thousands of square miles. Locusts eat grain, leaf, and stalk, right down to the bare ground. When a swarm arises and flies on its way, the green field is left a desert; barrenness and desolation stretches as far as the eye can see. [John Phillips, Exploring Revelation, rev. ed.  (Chicago: Moody Press, 1987), 125-6].  

But these were not ordinary locusts. The only thing these locusts have in common with the real locusts was their movement in swarm-like destructive ferocity. They were given power to destroy like scorpions. “Scorpions are a species of arachnid, inhabiting warm, dry regions, and having an erect tail tipped with a venomous stinger. The stings of many species of scorpions are excruciatingly painful, and about two dozen species are capable of killing humans. The symptoms of a sting from one deadly species, including severe convulsions and paralysis, resemble those of demon-possessed individuals (cf. Mark 1:23-27; 9:20, 26).” [MacArthur, 260]

The following is what happens when someone is stung by a real scorpion.

“Danger signals and symptoms--The majority of scorpions are harmless to humans, although the sting is extremely painful and will require painkilling treatment. The following may be observed in cases of moderate to more serious poisoning:

· malaise, sweating, heart palpitations, rise in blood pressure, salivation, nausea, vomiting and diarrhoea. These symptoms should be treated in a similar way to snake bites, and a doctor should be consulted as quickly as possible. 
· hyperacute (typically allergic) reactions in the form of blurring of consciousness, unconsciousness, convulsions, fall in blood pressure, shock and consequently the threat of death may occur. 
Treatment of a scorpion sting
· Pain at the site of the sting can sometimes be limited with an ice cube. 
· Painkilling injections (morphine-based painkiller) may be required and a doctor should therefore be consulted. In the case of more marked symptoms, treatment must be given as for snake bites, and the patient must receive medical treatment as quickly as possible. 
· There is antiserum for scorpion venom. Treatment must be overseen by a doctor.” [http://www.net doctor.co.uk/travel/diseases/scorpions_and_spiders.htm]
The direction of attack by these demonic like locusts came from God. They were not allowed to destroy nature but only men who do not have the mark of God on their foreheads. They will not be allowed to kill. Their sole purpose was to inflict intense gruesome unbearable pain upon sinful men.  The torment will last five months. Why were they punished for five months?  This was the normal life span of locusts. The physical sufferings of these men will be so excruciating that they would want to kill themselves.  
Revelation 9:6-12, “And in those days shall men seek death, and shall not find it; and shall desire to die, and death shall flee from them.  And the shapes of the locusts were like unto horses prepared unto battle; and on their heads were as it were crowns like gold, and their faces were as the faces of men.  And they had hair as the hair of women, and their teeth were as the teeth of lions. And they had breastplates, as it were breastplates of iron; and the sound of their wings was as the sound of chariots of many horses running to battle. And they had tails like unto scorpions, and there were stings in their tails: and their power was to hurt men five months.  And they had a king over them, which is the angel of the bottomless pit, whose name in the Hebrew tongue is Abaddon, but in the Greek tongue hath his name Apollyon.  One woe is past; and, behold, there come two woes more hereafter.”

But death would be taken from them supernaturally by God. It was an enforced 5 months of forced suffering. There will be no relief from the intense pain. No poison they take would kill them. Suicide will be made impossible by God. This is to show sinful man that the captain of his destiny is not man himself. It is and will always be God’s. Some people today have placed “death pills” by the bed side believing that they have the power over their own lives.  One day when they feel that they should not live any more they simply pop in the death pill.  But God says there will come a time in man’s history where death will be taken from man. He will be forced to suffer compulsory intense pain which they have never experienced before. The reason for this enforced suffering is sin. Man’s most feared and final enemy, death, will be beyond man’s reach.  Some western countries that have legalized euthanasia making man the captain of their own soul, or s they think. They placed poison on their bed head thinking that when they decide when they will die and leave this earth. But God says fool!  I am the resurrection and the life not man. The power of life and death both physical and eternal is in the hands of the living God, not Satan and definitely not man.  
Is this statement true, that Satan does not have the power over death only God has? If it is then explain Hebrews 2:14, "Forasmuch then as the children are partakers of flesh and blood, he also himself likewise took part of the same; that through death he might destroy him that had the power of death, that is, the devil;" Satan has been given limited power over death the way man has limited power over the death and life of others. It does not indicate absolute power over death, at all. 
The shapes of the locusts were like horses prepared for battle. This describes the readiness and viciousness of the attackers. The next 4 verses describe how man will suffer the 5 months of compulsory torment.  The description of the locusts:
· horses prepared for battle – warlike, powerful and swift in their attacks and devastation. Horses were the most powerful and swiftest animal of war that they had at that time. It was a mission of swift and vicious destruction the world has never seen before. They attack only humans and not vegetation.
· heads with crowns like gold – The crowns mentioned here are “stephanos.” This refers the victor’s crown. This means that they are invincible. Nothing will be able to stop them from completing their mission of destruction.  They will do at will what needs to be done and man is completely impotent in stopping them.  
· faces like that of men – The faces like that of men indicate intelligence and a possessing a rational mind. They will not attack by instincts like ordinary locusts but will be very selective in their attacks. They will hurt only those who do not have the seal of God.
· hair like women – They are also very seductive. The hair of the woman is their glory. They will be very alluring and lead many to their doom. Instead of fleeing form these monster like creatures, sinful and wicked men will flock toward them. They will be blinded to the grotesque features of these beings and be attracted to them.  
· teeth like teeth of lions – They will tear and rip apart the flesh of sinful man. They might even devour human flesh by their very sharp lion like teeth.
· breastplates of iron – They will be protected from any form of attack such that their invulnerability is seen by the use of these breastplates. This means that they cannot be stopped by human weaponry. They will be invincible. No one can stop them from fulfilling their God given mission of tormenting sinners for five long months. 
· sound of wings like chariots of many horses running to battle – They move like a cloud and the noise they generate will be like charging chariots rushing to battle.  Chariots made very loud metallic sounds and coupled with the hoof beats of thousands of horses, the noise would definitely be deafening and extremely frightening. Men will hear them first before they see them. When they come within view, the image of a dark charging cloud rushing headlong toward sinful men causing them to stand rooted to the ground awaiting the stings. 
· tails like scorpions and stings in their tail – Their weapons are in their tails. Present there are stings, plural not only one but many. They will sting sinful man over and over again. Their sole mission was to hurt sinful man. “The nature of this full-scale demonic torment that drives people to seek death and not find it, to pursue death and not catch it, is not described. However, a look at some biblical illustrations of demonic torment offers some good insights. The maniacs of Gadara were so tormented by demons that they were insane, living in tombs (Matt. 8:28). All about Galilee Jesus encountered tormented demoniacs (Matt. 4:23-24). A centurion’s servant was tormented with paralysis (Matt. 8:6). A demon-possessed boy kept throwing himself into fires and water in acts of self-destruction (Mark 9:20-22). Such are the spiritual and physical torments demons can inflict. For five months they will do such to a whole world of ungodly sinners. The reiteration that the demons will be permitted to torment people for a limited time stresses God’s sovereign power over the duration of their assault. Eventually, He will return them to the abyss with their evil master (20:1-3) and then send them to the lake of fire (20:10)” [MacArthur, vol. 1, 263].
NOTE:  Do you think that these “locusts” are “demons”? MacArthur believes they are. What reasons would you have to say they are or they are not?
The king that ruled them was called the angel of the bottomless pit or abyss. Is he Satan or some other demon? Ephesians 2:2, "Wherein in time past ye walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that now worketh in the children of disobedience:"
The name of this demon in Hebrew was “Abaddon.” In Greek he is called “Apollyon.” Both these words mean “destroyer.” It is a very apt name given to this demon. He commands a horde of very destruction locusts. 
The beginning of this torment was the completion of the first woe. Two more woes were to follow.
vii
The Sixth Trumpet is the Second Woe – 9:13-21

Revelation 9:13-14, “And the sixth angel sounded, and I heard a voice from the four horns of the golden altar which is before God, Saying to the sixth angel which had the trumpet, Loose the four angels which are bound in the great river Euphrates.”
At the sound of the sixth trumpet, John heard a voice (lit. one voice or a single voice) from the four horns of the golden altar that was before God.  Whose voice was it? It is difficult to determine with any degree of certainty. 
This altar that was before God was supposed to be likened to the earthly altar of incense from which the prayers of the saints were to emanate (Exo. 30:1-10). Hence this was an altar of mercy and grace as the priests of God kept the incense burning perpetually. This represents the perpetual prayers of the saints. But here, we have the judgment of God emanating from the altar. Four angels that were bound in the great river Euphrates were to be loosed.  
The four bound angels--That they were bound reveals to us that these were probably demons. The holy angels of God always obey God’s will and there is no reason to restrain them from disobeying God. The use of the perfect tense of the participle in the verb “bound” here indicate that the four demons were bound sometime in the past and remained in that state till now when they will be loosed for a season to do God’s bidding. Whether they were water demons we cannot tell. But I believe that the river mentioned here refers to the real River Euphrates in present day Iraq. The use of the definite article to describe these four angels tells us that they were a specific group of angels. 

The occasion of the task of these four angels was in accordance to God’s precise timing. Revelation 9:15, "And the four angels were loosed, which were prepared for an hour, and a day, and a month, and a year, for to slay the third part of men." To the exact year, and month and day and hour, these four angels will be released to do God’s Holy will.  Their task was to kill a third part of men. They had been prepared for 1 year 1 month 1 day and 1 hour. The precision of their release reveal to us the absolute control God has over these demonic beings and over the life and death of sinful men.
Revelation 9:16-18, “And the four angels were loosed, which were prepared for an hour, and a day, and a month, and a year, for to slay the third part of men.  And the number of the army of the horsemen were two hundred thousand thousand: and I heard the number of them. And thus I saw the horses in the vision, and them that sat on them, having breastplates of fire, and of jacinth, and brimstone: and the heads of the horses were as the heads of lions; and out of their mouths issued fire and smoke and brimstone. By these three was the third part of men killed, by the fire, and by the smoke, and by the brimstone, which issued out of their mouths. For their power is in their mouth, and in their tails: for their tails were like unto serpents, and had heads, and with them they do hurt.”
These 4 verses describe the how and who will kill these third part of mankind. The size of the army these four angels command was enormous. It numbers 200 million horsemen. John says that he heard the number of them. The noise they generate was heard by John.

The ones who sat on the horse and the horses had the following description.

· breastplates of fire, of jacinth and brimstone – breastplate is for the protection of the vital organ of the body. Fire is the colour of red; jacinth is the colour of dark blue or black like smoke; and brimstone is the colour of sulfurous yellow. “Fire and brimstone” are the features and colour of Hell (cf. 19:20; 20:10; 21:8). The purpose of this second woe was to bring death and destruction with fiery heat.
· the heads of the horses were like heads of lions – The horses here refer to warfare and swiftness. The ferocity of these animals is seen in the use of the lion head. They will be very vicious and none will be spared till these angels of destruction have accomplished all that they were sent by God to do. It will come very swiftly and forcefully. None will be able to withstand them. They will do as they please.
· out of the mouths of these horses came fire and smoke and brimstone – The weapons used by these riders to destroy will come from the mouths of the horses they rode upon. The mouths of these animals will spew out fire and smoke and brimstone.  Fire will burned many to death. Smoke will suffocate others and the brimstone will kill the rest perhaps with searing heat. The result would be the death of a third part of mankind. Man will be burned to death from within and without. Lungs will be seared by the heat and bodies will be burnt to a crisp.
· Power in their mouths and tails which were like serpents and had heads on them – The power to kill was literally in their mouths. The tails of these lion headed horses had venom on them like serpents. The scary difference is that the tails and heads on them were for perfect accuracy in attack. They will not miss anyone they intend to strike with deadly force and swiftness.
With such a level of destruction one would think that sinful men would learn their lesson of pride and in humility, turn from sin and idolatry. They would at least cry to God for mercy and realize the sins in their lives. Sadly this was not the case. Revelation 9:20-21, "And the rest of the men which were not killed by these plagues yet repented not of the works of their hands, that they should not worship devils, and idols of gold, and silver, and brass, and stone, and of wood: which neither can see, nor hear, nor walk:  Neither repented they of their murders, nor of their sorceries, nor of their fornication, nor of their thefts."  

The defiance of sinful men is seen in the five sins men will still cling onto despite the fierce wrath poured down upon them these past few months.  

· the worship of devils (demons) and idols of gold, silver and brass and stone and wood – Worship is the most sacred activity performed by man. The only acceptable worship that man could ever give is to his Creator. No one else deserves man’s worship. Man is allowed by God to worship Him and Him alone. Yet man has been worshipping so many things from man to beasts to blocks of inanimate objects throughout the ages. Despite the torment and great pain and sufferings and death these remaining two third of the world’s population of sinful men still would not give up the worship of demons. The stench of decaying flesh filled their nostrils, the sight of destruction enveloped their pain-filled eyes and the taste of death was in their mouths and these sinners would still stubbornly refuse repent!

The worship of demons is seen in the worship of idol made of gold, silver, brass, stone and wood. They have eyes that cannot see and ears that cannot hear and feet that cannot walk yet man desire to worship them. What blindness and harden hearts man possess. 
· murders – They get killed and they kill others even more. How great is the depth of the depravity of mankind. This was the first open act of sin against mankind as recorded in Genesis 4. Cain murdered his own brother Abel for no reason at all. At the conclusion of man’s existence man continues to kill more and more. Watch out for the sin of hatred. For Jesus says in Matthew 5:21-22, "Ye have heard that it was said by them of old time, Thou shalt not kill; and whosoever shall kill shall be in danger of the judgment:  But I say unto you, That whosoever is angry with his brother without a cause shall be in danger of the judgment: and whosoever shall say to his brother, Raca, shall be in danger of the council: but whosoever shall say, Thou fool, shall be in danger of hell fire."  
· sorceries – It comes from the Greek word from which we get the English word “pharmacy” (pharmakeia). Drugs and incantations continue to be used by evil men for demonic activities such as witch craft and wizardry. These are the satanic trappings that have ensnared millions. The worship of demons and the Devils is on the rise in these last days. Enter into any bookstore today and you will find sections dedicated to sorcery. Movies have reaped millions when the theme is on sorcery. The author of Harry Potter became a multi-millionaire overnight because of the sale of her series of books. 
· fornication (“porneia’ – immorality) – Sexual sin has always been around from the time of Adam’s fall. Polygamous marriage was one of the first sign on a sinful nature.  Was it not true that before God even called Adam and Eve to give and account of what they did in the Garden of Eden they covered their own nakedness? They were ashamed.  
· thefts – Dishonesty is the best practiced policy today. Greed and the love of money have caused millions to fall in sin. The love of mammon is the idol that has kept millions out of the kingdom of God.  
Why will sinful men not learn and repent of their sins despite the intense sufferings they had to endure. They are surrounded by death and destruction on a global scale never seen or experienced by man. Yet they hold on to their sinful ways. Why?
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